
Willow Removal or
Management?

David Holmgren   Holmgren Design Services



• Co-originator of the
Permaculture concept

    30 years ago

•  20 years of revegetation
design in Central Victoria

• 15 years of documentation of
willow forest succession in
Spring Ck Hepburn

• 10 years challenging the
nativist orthodoxy in natural
resource management





Harcourt Park Bendigo 2006



Harcourt Park Design Consultancy 1999/2000



Willow Ecology

• Pioneer stabiliser of degraded stream banks
• Captures sediment and nutrients
• Lowers water temperature
• Habitat for fish



Uses of Willow

• Living haystacks (foliage eaten by most domestic and native animals)
• Furniture, cricket bats, basketry, charcoal, compost



Willow succession

Natural succession of old willow to more shade tolerant and long lived trees



Community management

• David Holmgren leading tour through the Vern Howell arboretum, Spring Ck
explaining 25 years of community management



Community management
Original map of

Hepburn
Community Forest

by Kerry Wise (1994)



CMA intervention Jim Crow Ck 2005



CMA
intervention
 Spring 2005



Follow up documentation Jim Crow Ck April 2006



Follow up documentation April 2006



Follow up documentation April 2006



Follow up
documentation
April 2006



Follow up documentation Nov 2007



Follow up documentation Nov 2007



Opportunities
• Moratorium on removal programs
• Independent audit of existing removal programs
• Research options for win-win management of

willows for;
» erosion control
» water quality & nutrient capture,
» weed control and ecological succession,
» animal fodder and drought security,
» biodiversity and amenity
» fire protection

For more information visit          www.holmgren.com.au


